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National AIDS Memorial  

Design Competition Winners Announced 
  

SAN FRANCISCO, CA -- A stark landscape evocative of devastation and the promise of renewal has 

been selected from over 200 entries in an international design competition for the National AIDS 

Memorial in San Francisco’s Golden Gate Park.  Titled “Living Memorial,” the winning design is a no-

holds-barred reality check for a disease that now kills 8,000 people each day.  

 
The winning team uses a forest fire metaphor in responding to the challenge for all competition entrants 

to create a design that not only memorializes those lost to AIDS, but also one that addresses the on-

going devastation of humankind’s worst epidemic.  

 
New York architects Janette Kim and Chloe Town responded to the design challenge with a charred 

wooden boardwalk and field of blackened rods setting a colorless stage for nature’s slow inevitable re-

growth. 

 
“While this design is at first frightening,” said Ken Ruebush, co-chair of the competition, “it is also rich 

with the eventual triumph of life.  In this way, it echoes the intentions of the Grove’s founders who 

established the seven-acre living memorial 16 years ago.”  

 
The design will be highlighted with those of the other finalists, as well as seven Honorable Mentions and 

a sampling of other entries, at a reception at the San Francisco Modern Art Museum on Friday, April 1st, 

2005 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  AIDS activist and actor Judith Light will introduce the winning design and the 

team that created it. 

 
The “Living Memorial” design was one of five finalists selected by a world-class jury that included Walter 

Hood, UC Berkeley professor of landscape architecture; Mary Miss, environmental artist; and Toshiko 

Mori, dean of the Harvard School of Design; Joseph Rosa, Design Curator of the San Francisco Museum 

of Modern Art, among others.  In all, 201 entries were received from 24 countries and 21 states.  

Architects, landscape architects, and artists were invited to submit designs last fall. 

 



Hood called the design a “gutsy anti-landscape element that reflects anger, death—and eventual healing 

and renewal.” 

 
 “Living Memorial” includes three key elements: a charred wood cantilevered section that extends out 

from the Grove’s northern slope; symbolic burnt trees, black carbon fiber rods with mirrored tips, which 

rise to street level, and a charred ground surface within the dell that allows for new vegetation to heal the 

area over time. 

 
“Foremost in our minds throughout the process,” stated Thom Weyand, competition co-chair, “was to find 

a design element so strong that upon viewing it, one cannot escape feeling the total horror of AIDS.  In 

the “Living Memorial” we have found that design.” 

 
“It gets across the message of the enormity of this pandemic without relying on names and statistics; it is 

a truly visceral experience,” added Weyand.  “And, at the same time, it is hopeful.” 

 
While its impact is hard-hitting, the winning design treads lightly on the award-winning National AIDS 

Memorial Grove.  “This design respects the organization’s wish to be able to use the Grove’s major 

gathering spaces unimpeded,” Ruebush said. 

 
The four other finalists are:  Raveevarn Choksombatchai of VEEV Design, Jacob Atherton, Michael 

Eggers and Andrew Shanken, San Francisco, CA; Melissa Cate Christ, Toronto, Ontario; Andrew 

Thurlow and Maia Small, TSA, Pawtucket, RI; Shinya Uehara and Chantelle Brewer, UB Team, Chicago, 

IL 

 
The National AIDS Memorial is a seven-acre dell in San Francisco's Golden Gate Park - a living tribute to 

all whose lives have been touched by AIDS where people gather to heal, hope, and remember.  Passage 

of the National AIDS Memorial Grove Act in 1996 bestowed national significance upon the award-

winning Memorial that began as a grassroots effort by local residents searching for a positive way to 

express grief in a community devastated by AIDS. The Grove is the only federally designated National 

AIDS Memorial in the United States. In 1999 the National AIDS Memorial was awarded the Silver Medal 

in the national Rudy Bruner Urban Excellence competition. 
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